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THE  WORLD  AND  THE  SECTS. 


SOME  time  ago,  on  our  return  from  the  Eternal  City,  where  in 
former  years  we  had  been  educated,  we  wended  our  way  through  the 
Tyrol,  by  Trent  and  Innspruck  to  Germany.  We  tarried  at 
Munich  and  made  the  acquaintance  of  an  able  and  singularly 
erudite  Professor,  who  is  well-known  in  the  republic  of  letters  as 
being  a  voluminous  author,  but  who,  from  his  new  religious  associa- 
tions, has,  unfortunately,  acquired  no  very  enviable  notoriety. 
About  that  period  he  had  given  to  the  press  an  elaborate  work, 
which,  by  a  stretch  of  mistaken  liberality,  he  designated  "  The 
Church  and  the  Churches."  How  is  it  possible,  if  Truth  be  one, 
that  there  could  be  more  than  one  true  Church  ?  But  there  is  a 
charming  fascination  about  this  alliterative  title.  When,  however, 
we  weigh  it  in  the  scales  of  the  sanctuary  we  find  that  while  it  is 
blandly  attractive,  it  is,  from  the  Catholic  standpoint,  decidedly  mis- 
leading. It  is  a  plausible  misnomer — it  has  not  the  ring  of  the 
genuine  coin  ;  it  classifies  in  the  same  rank,  the  human  with  the 
divine,  the  temporal  with  the  eternal,  the  aberrations  of  man's 
intellect  with  the  revelations  of  the  wisdom  of  God.  It  elevates  on 
the  same  platform  the  schisms  and  sects  of  the  earth  with  the  grand 
Institute  of  Heaven,  and  while  thus  unwittingly  lifting  up  modern 
erratic  schools  of  thought,  it  labours  indirectly  to  pull  down  to  their 
level,  from  its  high  estate,  the  ancient  unerring  oracle  which 
Divine  Providence  has  constituted  as  a  pillar  of  light,  for 
the  illumination  of  all  ages  and  countries.  Surely  this  is 
an  egregious  mistake ;  it  is  an  unwarrantable  liberty ;  it  is 
playing  fast  and  loose  with  the  Truths  of  Revelation.  But 
the  learned  Professor,  who  had  been  dignified  with  honours, 
had  nurtured  his  pet  theories,  and  had  become,  as  the  sequel 
has  proved,  marvellously  accommodating — forgetful  of  the  Apos- 
tolic injunction  "  If  I  studied  to  please  men  I  should  no  longer 
be  the  servant  of  Christ.''  He  had  been  spoiled  with  praise  as  a 
paragon  of  excellence,  and  had  been  looked  up  to  at  the  University 
as  a  standard  of  super-eminent  authority.  He  seemed  to  forget 
that  there  was  a  much  higher  authority,  not  at  Munich,  but  at  Rome, 
to  which  it  was  his  imperative  duty  to  defer.  But  he  was  carried 
away  by  the  tide  of  adulation  at  the  Court  of  Bavaria,  the 
impregnated  air  of  which  is  spiritually  different  from  the  rarified 
atmosphere  of  the  Vatican.  Our  words  receive  additional  cor- 
roboration  from  the  telegraphic  message  which  we  have  just  read, 
of  Bavaria's  King  to  the  tyrant  Prince  von  Bismarck,  congratu- 
latory on  his  Anniversary  Birthday. 

Of  a  somewhat  kindred  genius,  but  of  the  Anglican  type,  is  the 
present  action  of  another  Church  and  State  Dignitary.  He  also  is  far 
from  being  "unknown  to  fame,"  as  his  discursive  lucubrations  have 
long  filled  the  public  eye.  Rejoicing  in  the  noontide  blaze  of  courtly 
popularity  he  has,  on  a  late  interesting  occasion,  been  fraternising 
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with  the  Russo- Greek  Prelates  at  St.  Petersburgh.  Are  we  then 
to  look  forward  for  some  kind  of  religious  coalition  between  the 
Pan-Anglican  and  Russo-Greek  National  Establishments  ?  Both  are 
schismatical,  both  savour  of  heresy,  and  hence,  as  is  said — pares 
cum  paribus  facillime  congregantur — amalgamation  could  be  of 
very  easy  accomplishment.  Besides,  no  official  could  be  better 
qualified  for  such  delicate  negotiations  than  the  versatile  Dean  of 
Westminster.  But  to  realise  such  an  union  some  brochure  of  a 
chameleon-like  character  should  forthwith  proceed  from  his  polished 
and  prolific  pen.  The  matrimonial  union  having  taken  place — why 
should  not  the  Religious?  Both  Institutes  are  human;  both 
created  by  the  State  ;  both,  then,  "without  let  or  hindrance,"  can 
fashion  their  respective  creeds,  according  to  the  most  approved  plan 
of  modern  Anglo-Russo  Diplomacy  ! 

The  world  is  quite  prepared  to  welcome  every  religious  union 
except  the  Roman  ;  any  new  theory  except  the  old  ;  any  school  of 
thought  except  the  Apostolic  ;  any  views,  however  visionary,  except 
the  truly  Catholic.  It  is  often  said  that  "  Life  is  a  stage  and  men  are 
only  players."  Novelty  is  the  order  of  the  day.  Another  and  yet 
another  scene  in  the  Religious  Drama  is  invited — a  scene  similar  to 
what  was  enacted,  some  years  ago,  at  Berlin,  by  the  late  King  of 
Prussia — the  incongruous  blending  of  the  Lutheran  and  Calvinistic 
creeds.  This  would  be  hailed  with  acclamation  by  all  the  votaries 
of  Free  Thought  as  crowning  the  idol  of  humanity  with  the  diadem 
bearing  the  free  and  easy  motto — The  Free  Church  in  the  Free 
State  ! 

The  Correspondence  which  has  passed  between  Lord  Hervey 
and  ourselves,  in  regard  to  his  Charge  and  our  Theotokos,  induces 
us  to  return  to  the  subject,  certainly  with  no  hostile  but  rather 
with  the  most  amicable  intent.  We  do  not  propose  to  enter  upon 
a  very  lengthy  examination,  but  rather  to  touch,  in  broad  out- 
line, upon  its  salient  points.  We  wish  well  to  the  Right  Reverend 
Prelate,  while  we  do  not  disguise  that  we  should  be  glad  were  he  to 
recognise  the  claims,  and  give  in  his  adhesion  to  the  Ancient 
Mother  Church  of  Christendom,  which  alone  can  stand  the  test  of 
Scriptural  and  Patristic  examination.  The  vitality  of  this  One 
Divine  Institute  is  more  than  ever  made  manifest  in  these  days  of 
trial,  when  the  world  and  its  sects  have  proclaimed  war  against  the 
Church  and  against  her  Divinely-appointed  Head.  The  legions  of 
darkness  are  bitterly  opposed  to  Holy  Church  at  the  present 
moment.  Brute  force  upon  the  Continent  of  Europe  is  brought  to 
bear  against  her — false  doctrine  in  the  British  Isles  is  now  sounding 
its  discordant  notes.  Thus,  for  example,  the  Charge  by  the  Bishop 
of  Bath  and  Wells  is  anti- Catholic  in  the  extreme.  Public 
Charges,  like  public  Literature,  are  public  property,  and  therefore 
may  fairly  challenge  public  criticism.  Private  feeling,  for  the  time 
being,  must  be  thrown  into  the  shade  when  public  duty  is  to  be  dis- 
charged for  the  public  weal. 

Every  work,  whether  sacred  or  profane — whether  Prosaic  or 
Poetic,  whether  Scientific  or  Artistic — whether  Philosophical  or 
Theological,  is  open  to  an  examination  of  its  contents.  It  must  be 
tested,  however,  on  its  own  intrinsic  merits,  and  apart  from  any 
adventitious  associations. 
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True  it  is  that  various  and  often  conflicting  ideas  may  freely  be 
entertained  upon  any  given  point,  except  when  they  touch  home 
upon  Revealed  Religion.  Catholics  may  hold  their  respective 
opinions  upon  every  conceivable  subject  which  does  not  come 
within  the  domain  of  the  infallible  teaching  of  the  unerring  Church. 
The  widest  field  is  left  open  to  individual  speculation,  in  which  to 
expatiate  in  every  department  of  the  natural  order.  The  most 
ample  scope  is  thus  given  for  the  culture  of  Science,  Art,  Meta- 
physics. Letters,  History,  Politics,  Diplomacy.  The  line  of  demarca- 
tion is  drawn  only  when  there  is  question  of  the  Supernatural.  That 
boundary  line  may  not  be  crossed,  because  it  belongs  to  the  domain 
of  revelation.  Human  Reason  is  limited :  it  may  not  attempt  to 
measure  the  illimitable. 

In  matters,  then,  which  are  indifferent,  and  do  not  intrude 
into  the  region  of  the  supernatural,  the  way  is  widely  open, 
and  one  may  exercise  his  best  judgment  without  the  slightest 
control.  This,  however,  is  not  sufficient  for  the  pseudo-philosophy 
which  runs  riot  in  the  Nineteenth  Century.  There  must  be  no 
wall  which  it  cannot  overtop — no  obstacle  which  it  cannot  over- 
come. 

Audax  omnia  p?rpeti 

Gens  hurnana  ruit. 

Man  without  curb  dashes  headlong,  like  the  wild  Arab  horse. 
In  the  Sixteenth  Century  he  threw  off  all  allegiance  to  any 
authority  but  his  own  judgment.  He  proclaimed  self-government 
— self-legislation.  He  was  to  judge  how  far  the  moral  law  was 
binding,  he  was  to  judge  how  far  the  Divine  Law  was  credible. 
By  his  love  of  sense  he  became  a  materialist,  and  he  tried 
to  bring  all  nature  within  his  grasp.  Natural  Science  he 
idolised — he  now  grappled  with  the  Supernatural.  He  thought 
that  as  he  was  successful  in  the  one  sphere  he  ought  to  be 
so  in  the  other.  He  wished  now  to  treat  Revealed  Religion 
as  any  other  scientific  theory — to  subject  the  spiritual  to  the 
animal  man — to  pull  down  the  Supernatural  to  the  Natural  Order. 
If,  he  contended,  Religion  cannot  be  the  subject  of  scientific  demon- 
stration, so  much  the  worse  for  Religion — if  mysteries  cannot  be 
fathomed  how  can  they  be  accepted  ?  Reason  was  to  arbitrate,  and 
Reason,  unable  to  cope  with  Revelation,  first  doubted,  and  then 
rejected  mystery.  The  inevitable  consequence  follows,  that 
Latitudinarism  has  become  the  order  of  the  day  ! 

In  regard  to  the  subject  before  us,  it  has  been  said  to  ourselves, 
"  Why  enter  into  the  arena  with  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells, 
since  his  Lordship  is  not  recognised  as  a  profound  Theologian?" 
To  this  we  reply — More  Scotico — by  asking  another  question. 
Where,  pray,  is  the  profound  Theologian  in  the  Anglican  Church 
to  be  found  ?  Were  we  to  wait  for  the  advent  of  such  an  extra- 
ordinary personage  we  should  doubtless  rest  upon  our  oars  to  the 
crack  of  doom.  But  as  this  is  a  practical  age  we  must  take  men 
and  manners  as  we  find  them.  Hence  we  may  be  permitted  to  ask 
again — Who  is  the  Grand  Representative  Dignitary  of  the  Anglican 
Dogmatic  School  ?  In  what  City  or  University  is  he  to  be  found  ? 
Is  it  the  Archbishop  of  either  Province — Canterbury  or  York — or, 
peradventure,  the  Bishop  of  London,  Winchester,  or  Salisbury  ? 
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Without  condescending  to  .institute  personal  comparisons, 
we  are  bound  to  say  that,  from  the  Protestant  standpoint,  Lord 
Arthur  Charles  Hervey  deserves  well  of  his  co-religionists.  His 
Lordship  has  been  marvellously  successful  in  the  getting  up  of  his 
Charge — it  is  most  plausible  and  ensnaring.  It  is  quite  Patriarchal 
in  its  character  ;  in  fact,  he  has  made  the  most  of  a  forlorn  cause. 
He  has  invested  his  pages  with  the  florescence  of  zeal  and  the 
foliage  of  philanthrophy ;  he  has  presented  the  Doctrine  and 
Ritual  of  the  Church  of  England  in  the  most  fascinating  guise  ; 
he  has  thrown  an  incantation  around  her  Book  of  Common  Prayer, 
and  bespangled  with  rubies  her  Devotional  Services  ;  he  has 
tried  hard  to  vindicate  her  liberties  and  at  every  cost  to  defend 
her  independence.  He  has  done  all  that  the  most  devoted  son 
could  do  for  the  most  beloved  mother. 

Then,  on  the  other  hand,  he  has  belaboured  "  the  Romish 
Church  "  with  peculiar  zest  through  every  mode  and  tense  of  the 
most  indignant  vocabulary.  He  has  denounced  her  in  the  most 
unsparing  terms,  as  the  abomination  of  desolation,  for  "  the 
immense  encouragement  she  has  given  to  infidelity  by  her  system 
of  lying  wonders.  By  setting  before  the  minds  of  her  people  as 
Truths  of  Christianity,  traditions,  legends,  miracles,  impostures, 
doctrines,  hopes,  promises,  which  have  no  truth  in  them ;  she  may 
have  deluded  many  into  a  superstitious  belief,  but  she  has  made, 
among  thinking  men,  an  infinite  number  of  Infidels/'  In  a  word, 
his  Lordship  has  left  no  stone  unturned  in  the  work  of  demolition 
and  construction — he  has  laboured  to  pull  down  the  crumbling  walls 
of  old  Romanism  and  to  build  upon  their  ruins  the  transcendental 
fabric  of  New  Anglicanism.  Now,  this  latter  part  has  been  done 
with  deliberative  judgment,  but  with  questionable  taste — with 
scholar-like  ability,  but  with  exceptional  inuendo,  in  the  choicest 
language  and  the  most  sounding  periods,  but  still  hollow  and  devoid 
of  substance.  No  plea  more  plausible  could  possibly  emanate  from 
the  Convocation  of  Bishops  at  Lambeth  than  the  Charge  which  has 
already  been  delivered  to  the  Clergy  and  Churchwardens  of  the 
Diocese  of  Bath  and  Wells.  No  wonder,  then,  that  another,  and 
no  doubt  another  Edition  should  have  been  demanded,  and  that 
this  far-famed  Charge  should  have  been  regarded  as  the  polemical 
storehouse  to  which  the  Bishops  of  the  English  Church  might  have 
recourse  in  every  emergency  as  an  armoury  for  defence  or  assault 
in  Controversial  Disquisitions  ! 

Here  we  may  be  permitted  to  indorse  the  statement  of  the  late 
illustrious  Cardinal  Archbishop  of  Westminster,  which  was  wrung 
from  him  in  absolute  self-defence.  During  the  stormy  period  of 
the  so-called  Papal  aggression,  which  we  ourselves  have  cause  to 
remember,  the  Anglican  Bishops,  in  their  Charges,  were  adding  fuel 
to  the  flames,  and  contributing  largely  not  simply  to  popular 
irritation,  but  to  popular  conflagration,  since  his  Eminence  himself 
— not  to  speak  of  other  sacred  emblems — was  burnt  to  ashes  in 
effigy  near  London  Bridge  !  By  way  of  parrying  the  blows  that 
were  levelled  at  his  devoted  head,  and  averting  the  fire  that 
threatened  his  unpalatial  abode  he  delivered  sundry  lectures, 
explanatory  of  the  lately  established  Hierarchy,  and  wrote  off, 
currente  calamo,  his  incomparable  appeal  to  the  good  sense  and 
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feeling  of  the  British  People.  He  asked,  in  effect,  what  was  the 
meaning  of  this  tumultuous  uproar  led  on  by  the  Press,  with  some 
brilliant  exceptions,  and  who  were  these  so-called  Fathers  in  Grod, 
who  were  compromising  their  assumed  sacred  character  by  the 
circulation  of  Charges  which  offended  against  Charity  and  Truth  ? 
After  a  calm  and  candid  explanation  of  the  establishment  of  the 
Hierarchy,  which  threw  oil  on  the  troubled  waters,  and  with  that 
noble  daring  for  which  he  was  conspicious,  he  addressed  himself  to 
the  Bench  of  Bishops  after  this  fashion  :  He  inquired  what  manner 
of  men  were  they  ?  Were  they  truly  the  Ambassadors  of  Christ,  and 
the  Dispensers  of  the  Mysteries  of  God  ?  He  waived,  and  so  do 
we,  the  consideration  of  their  deserts  as  classical  scholars,  their 
culture  as  polished  gentlemen,  their  oratory  as  splendid  rhetori- 
cians. He  grappled  at  once  with  the  mainly  important  question — 
with  Religion  and  its  bearings — with  their  qualifications  as 
Christian  teachers,  and  their  acquirements  as  Christian  theologians. 
He  contended  that  in  every  department  of  life  the  aspirant  to  office 
should  be  competent  for  its  due  discharge.  If  they  were  to  be 
measured  by  this  undoubtedly  fair  standard,  what  credentials  could 
they  produce  for  their  theological  training  and  education  ?  Take 
the  scales  of  the  sanctuary ;  weigh  the  thelogical  erudition  of  the 
Anglican  Prelates  ;  he  hesitated  not,  and  who  can  question  his  judg- 
ment— that  one  and  all  should  be  found  wanting  !  Whatever  may 
be  their  merits,  which  we  have  no  wish  to  gainsay,  in  science,  in 
letters,  in  the  fine  arts,  in  social  and  domestic  life,  in  political  economy 
as  well  as  jurisprudence,  we  unhesitatingly  sustain  the  statement 
of  his  Eminence,  that  their  knowledge  of  Theology  is  comparatively 
slender,  nay,  is  remarkably  deficient ! 

But  let  us  give  the  very  words  of  the  great  Cardinal  himself : — 

"  We  have  before  us  the  declaration  of  their  opinion  respecting  the 
Catholic  Church,  of  twenty-eight  Dignitaries  of  the  English  Church — the 
highest  Dignitaries,  no  doubt,  and  the  most  learned  Theologians  of  that  Estab- 
lishment, those  to  whom  the  bulk  of  the  people  look  naturally  for  what  they 
must  believe. 

"  I  have  a  right  therefore  to  deal  with  them  as  such  ;  to  estimate  the  value 
of  their  judgments  as  theologians  individually,  that  so  we  may  determine  their 
collective  weight.  For  single  opinions  combined  bear  only  the  amount  of  their 
separative  weights  ;  while  Synodical  Acts  have  impact  and  force 

"  I  say,  therefore,  put  together  all  the  published  writings  of  the  members 
of  the  Anglican  Episcopal  Bench.  They  will  make  a  most  varied  collection  of 
learned  works.  But  now  first  take  out  of  them  whatever  relates  merely  to 
Heathen  Mythology  or  Pagan  plays,  or  to  Gre  k  and  Latin  Grammar  and 
Philology  ;  take  out  of  them  whatever  belongs  to  Pro'aue  History  and  Antiquity, 
to  Politics  and  to  German  Romance  ;  take  from  them  what  belongs  to  the  depart- 
ment of  Science,  mental  or  positive  ....  take  from  them  whatever 
openly  propagates  German  nationalism,  or  covertly  leads  to  a  refined  Infidelity 

finally  take  away  whatever  in  the  writings  of  one  is  given  as  true 

doctrine,  the  doctrine  of  his  Church,  and  is  contradicted  plainly,  and  denied  by 
another  to  be  such ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  amount  of 
Theology  that  will  remain  in  the  whole  collection  would  be — a  nullity  !" 

Here  we  stop  and  proceed  with  our  analysis,  which  may  prove 
a  dispassionate  examination  of  the  Bishop's  Charge.  In  order  to 
be  methodical  we  shall  classify  the  arrangement  under  sectional 
headings — first  by  giving  his  Lordship's  statements,  and  then  by 
appending  our  answers. 
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I. 

The  Bishop,  in  his  introductory  observations,  claims  the  utmost 
liberty  of  speech,  and  assumes  that  the  Church  of  England  is  the 
Church  of  Christ. 

"Only  there  must  be  on  the  Bishop's  part  perfect  freedom  of  speech  and 
fearlessness  in  saying  what  he  thinks,  whether  it  is  likely  to  please  or  displease 
either  the  Oergy  or  the  Laity.  To  begin  with  what  is  uppermost  in  my  OWD 
mind.  I  earnestly  desire  to  see  the  Church  in  this  Diocese  pure,  strong,  active 
and  united.  Whatever  was  the  intention  of  our  'Lord7  that  HIS  Church  on 
earth  should  be  .  .  „  .  that  I  desire  with  nay  whole  heart  should  be  carried 
out  among  us.  Private  interests,  tastes,  opinions  .  .  ,  .  I  would  utterly 
disregard.  Personal,  political,  social  considerations  I  would  have  to  stand  on 
one  side,  while  the  inquiry  is  simply — 'What  has  the  Lord  ordained ?  And 
what  is  the  Lord's  pleasure  in  regard  to  His  Church  ?  " 

Now,  this  declaration  is  indeed  excellent,  as  far  as  it  goes,  but 
it  is  limping,  since  it  halts  at  the  threshold  of  the  question.  These 
dispositions  are  most  praiseworthy,  and  the  frame  of  mind  suggested 
is  highly  edifying,  but  the  grand  inquiry  remains — "  What  has  the 
Lord  ordained  in  regard  to  his  Church  ?  T'  Still  more  paramount 
remains  the  inquiry — "  Which  is  the  Church  of  the  Lord  ?  "  Hie 
labor — Hoc  opus.  Tiiis  is  the  point  of  points — the  question  of 
questions — the  dilemma  which  baffles  "  the  world  and  the  sects  t" 

All  Religionists,  the  Episcopalians  of  England,  the  Presbyterians 
of  Scotland,  the  Lutherans,  including  the  "  Old  Catholics,  alias 
Young  Heretics  "  of  Germany,  the  Calvinists  of  Switzerland,  the 
Jansenists  of  Holland,  the  Schismatics  of  Russia  and  of  Greece — 
the  various  schools  of  thought  in  the  Old  World  as  well  as  in  the 
New — pretend  to  make  manifest  what  the  "  Lord  has  ordained," 
and  what  is  the  "Lord's  pleasure  in  regard  to  His  Church."  No 
doubt  their  manifestation  is  conflicting,  and  runs  into  innumerable 
channels.  Still  do  they  tenaciously  hold  to  their  respective  systems, 
and,  denying  the  opposite,  do  they  indulge  in  mutual  edifying  re- 
criminations. The  question  naturally  arises — Can  they  be  all 
right?  or  which  is  right  and  which  is  wrong?  The  Bishop, 
of  course,  maintains  that  Anglicanism  is  right — that  it  is  the  most 
perfect — the  least  deformed,  because  reformed  the  least — which  is 
simply  begging  the  question,  and  that  the  other  systems  may  be  in 
degree  more  or  less  right.  Of  one  thing,  however,  his  Lordship, 
in  common  with  "  the  world  and  the  sects,"  is  perfectly  satisfied 
that,  whichever  may  be  right,  Popery  is  incurably  wroog ! 

We,  however,  on  the  other  hand,  uncompromisingly  maintain 
that  the  Church  in  communion  with  the  See  of  Rome  is  alone  right 
— is  alone  true,  because  Truth  is  One,  and  Truth  cannot  be  contra- 
dictory. God  is  one,  and  the  Church,  with  her  doctrines,  being  an 
emanation  from  the  Godhead,  must  be  one.  If  it  be  argued  that 
there  are  more  Churches  than  one — that  there  are  different  Christian 
Churches,  which  teach  diverse  Christian  Doctrines — then,  by  a 
parity  of  reasoning,  there  ought  to  be  more  God's  than  One,  unless 
God  be  made  to  contradict  himself,  and  become  the  promoter  of 
religious  confusion.  Such  reasoning  would  tend  to  destroy  the 
existence  of  the  Deity,  for  how  could  God  exist  unless  He  be  the 
God  of  Truth  and  Unity  ?  If  we  do  believe  that  there  is  One  True 
Living  God,  we  are  forced  by  an  inevitable  sequence  to  believe  in 
One  True  Living  Church — a  living  Church  for  living  men — a  living 
Church  for  the  living  Creatures  of  the  living  Creator  ! 
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Yes — the  grand  Religious  question,  to  which  every  other  is  subor- 
dinate, revolves  upon  the  axis,  which  is  the  one  Church  of  Christ  ! 
We  say  one,  for  the  Church  must  be  one,  because  Truth  is  one. 
The  Church  must  be  heaven  born,  because  she  is  daughter  of  God 
the  Father,  and  the  Spouse  of  God,  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  Church 
must  be  perfect,  because  the  Divine  Son,  her  Founder,  was  infinitely 
perfect.  The  Church  must  be  unerring,  because  God  promised  to 
keep  her  from  error.  The  Church  must  teach  with  indefectible 
certitude,  because  God  has  commanded  all  mankind  to  obey  her 
teaching.  The  Church  is  a  living  Body,  accommodated  to  the  re- 
quirements of  every  creature — "preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature'' 
— which  must  have  a  living  visible  Head.  But  the  Body  of  the 
living  visible  Church  is  infallible,  therefore  a  fortiori  infallible  must 
be  the  Head  of  this  living  visible  Body. 

Hence  the  utterly  gratuitous  assertions  so  widely  ventilated  that 
the  Church  can  be  more  than  one  ;  that  the  Church  is  imperfect ; 
that  the  Church  is  erring ;  that  the  Church  can  teach  new  and  con- 
flicting doctrines  ;  that  the  Church  is  a  heterogeneous  aggregation  of 
independent  flocks ;  that  the  Church  is  spiritual  and  invisible.  All 
these  new  theories  of  new  schools  of  thought  are  simply  a  concatena- 
tion of  illogical,  and,  therefore,  indefensible  assumptions,  which  no 
man  who  appreciates  the  nature  of  Christianity  can  possibly 
entertain. 

Aut  Deus,  aut  nullus — the  True  God  or  none — Divine  Religion 
or  Human  scepticism  ;  the  supernatural  or  the  natural  order  ;  the 
Christian  Catholic  Faith,  in  connection  with  Rome,  or  human  faith, 
in  connection  with  every  one's  brain. 

To  this  abortive  issue  has  the  so-called  Nebulous  Christianity  of 
the  Nineteenth  Century  arrived  after  three  hundred  years  of 
theological  gestation. 

According  to  our  British  Journalists  Dogma  is  at  an  end.  The 
Westminster  Review  says  as  much — the  Pall  Mall  Gazette  says  little 
less,  and  the  Athenaeum  says  that  ''Latitudinarianism  has  set  in, 
and  that  dogmas  in  religion  occupy  a  lower  place  in  the  minds  of 
the  f  present  generation.'  '  The  non-Catholic  clergy  are  forced  to 
make  similar  admissions.  In  his  late  Charge  Archdeacon  Denison 
writes,  "  The  hostility  to  all  dogma  which  characterises  the  present 
century  is  the  natural  offspring  of  the  abuse  of  private  judgment, 
and  is  synonymous  with  the  rejection  of  Revealed  Truth.  Infidelity 
is  the  hideous  child  of  religious  liberty."  Private  judgment  rejected 
the  authority  of  the  Church  in  the  Sixteenth  Century,  and  now 
private  judgment  rejects  the  authority  of  the  Bible  in  the  Nineteenth 
Century.  The  rejection  of  Church  authority  is  the  highway  to  the 
rejection  of  Christianity.  There  can  be  no  drag  upon  the  wheel — 
facilis  descensus  Averni !  Christianity  and  Catholicity  stand 
together.  No  Catholic  no  Christian,  said  Fenelon.  Bousset 
declared  that  the  motives  are  the  same  for  being  a  Christian  and  a 
Catholic.  Prove,  said  a  French  Savant,  that  Christianity  is  true  and 
I  declare  myself  a  Catholic.  In  the  current  Contemporary  Review 
Mr.  Fitzjames  Stephen  makes  a  similar  admission  in  reviewing  the 
masterly  paper  "  Caesarism  and  Ultramontanism,"  by  his  Grace  the 
Archbishop  of  Westminster,  that  if  Christianity  be  divine,  Rome 
must  carry  the  day !  Picme  is  the  Guardian  of  Dogma  !  and  we, 
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the  children  of  the  Holy  Roman  Church,  are  under  no  apprehension 
with  regard  to  Roman  Catholic  Christianity  ! 

THE    BISHOP     SINS    AGAINST   LOGIC    BY    ASSUMING,    AS    A    FUNDA- 
MENTAL   PRINCIPLE,    WHAT   IS    STILL    IN    QUESTION. 

Thus  does  he  write  : — 

"It  is,  I  conceive,  a  fundamental  principle  of  Christianity,  and  is  distinctly 
laid  down  in  the  Articles  of  Religion,  that  'Holy  Scripture  contaiuelh  all 
things  necessary  to  salvation.' "  (Art.  vi.) 

Now,  we  submit  that  it  is  too  much  to  assume,  as  a  fundamental 
principle,  what  is  still  in  dispute ;  but  it  is  far  worse  to  attempt  to 
scourge  mankind  with  the  Sixth  of  the  Thirty-Nine  Articles — the 
forty  stripes  save  one,  as  they  are  popularly  called — or  the  thirty- 
nine  stripes,  which  are  said  to  be  accepted,  at  the  period  of  Ordina- 
tion, "with  a  sigh  or  a  smile,"  but  which  have  ever  been  regarded 
by  Catholic  Christendom  as  an  incongruous  admixture  of  Divine 
Truths,  blended  with  un-Christian  fabrications. 

It  is,  then,  no  fundamental  principle  at  all  "  that  Holy 
Scripture  containeth  all  things  necessary  to  salvation."  Scripture 
is  of  itself  the  dead  letter,  which  is  awakened  by  the  voice  of  the 
living  Church.  Besides,  many  things  are  believed  and  done  by 
Christians  which  are  not  found  in  Scripture. 

Holy  Scripture  doth  not  distinctly  authorise  Infant  Baptism — the 
observance  of  the  first  instead  of  the  seventh  day  of  the  week — the  use 
of  meat  and  things  that  are  strangled.  The  very  letter  of  Scripture 
stands  prominently  forward  in  direct  antagonism  to  those  practices 
which  can  only  be  explained  and  justified  by  the  Apostolical  Tradi- 
tions of  the  Church.  They,  then,  •flho  reject  Ecclesiastical 
Traditions  have  no  warranty  whatever  for  these  practices,  and 
consequently  act  an  inconsistent  part  by  their  continuance. 

Besides,  Holy  Scripture,  which  embodies  the  Teaching  of  the 
New  Testament,  was  not  written  for  long  years  after  the  Ascension 
of  Christ  into  Heaven.  The  Christian  Religion  was  propagated, 
not  by  the  reading,  but  by  the  preaching  of  the  Word.  We  point 
to  Facts,  against  which  there  is  no  reasoning.  Therefore  the  Bishop's 
assumption  is  utterly  gratuitous,  and  must  be  thrown  out  of  Court. 

III. 

THE    BISHOP    COMPROMISES    HIMSELF    BY    VAPID    DECLAMATION. 

"The  audacious  attempt  to  set  up  as  Articles  of  Faith  things  not  read  in 
Holy  Scripture,  nor  to  be  proved  thereby,  is  anti-Christian  and  impious." 

Now,  this  haphazard  assertion  could  be  easily  dismissed  by 
the  answer  "  quod  gratis  asseritur,  gratis  negatur."  His  Lord- 
ship, if  we  are  pardoned  the  expression,  is  simply  beating  the 
air.  He  attacks  covertly  the  recent  dogmatic  decrees  of  the  Imma- 
culate Conception  and  of  Papal  Infallibility,  both  of  which  can  be 
easily  proved  from  Scripture.  His  lofty  indignation  is  therefore 
quite  out  of  place — Tantae  ne  animis  coelestibus  irse !  His  zeal 
outruns  his  better  judgment,  by  declamation  without  argument, 
hypothesis  without  foundation.  Suffice  to  say  one  word  to  clear  up 
the  "  darkness  visible."  The  deposit  of  Revealed  Keligion,  which 
embodies  the  grand  dogmata  of  Christianity,  has  assuredly  been 
committed  to  the  keeping  of  that  divinely  accredited  Church,  which 
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is  the  sacred  Guardian,  as  she  is  the  Infallible  Interpreter,  of  all 
scriptural  and  traditional  truths.  Well,  as  a  general  rule,  no  dog- 
matical definition  is  propounded,  unless  some  new  heresy  has  been 
broached.  Still  the  Church,  as  the  living  oracle  of  Jesus  Christ, 
existing  for  the  benefit  of  the  souls  of  men,  reserves  to  herself  the 
right  to  judge  of  the  times  and  seasons  to  make  her  most  solemn 
pronouncements. 

It  is  true  that  no  particular  heresy  was  at  the  moment  ven- 
tilated, seeing  that  Protestantism  is  the  fomenter  of  every  con- 
ceivable heresy.  But  the  fell  spirit  of  scepticism  was  abroad ; 
Grerman  Rationalism  was  to  be  checked,  and  the  Nations  of  the 
earth  were  one  and  all  to  be  taught  their  duty,  in  no  bated  breath, 
upon  the  questions  which  were  agitating  the  public  mind.  Those 
questions,  which  were  ever  implicitly  believed,  although  not 
explicitly  declared,  were  to  be  defined.  Thus  the  Church,  in  her 
wisdom  guided  by  the  Divine  Spirit,  judged  it  at  length  expedient 
to  stamp  with  the  seal  of  her  infallible  authoritative  teaching  those 
points  which  heretofore  were  matter  of  opinion.  They  are  now 
finally  closed,  never  to  be  reopened — Roma  locuta  est,  causa 
finita  est. 

IY. 

THE    BISHOP   DESPOILED    OF   HIS   ARGUMENT,   WHICH    RECOILS 

AGAINST   HIMSELF. 

"  'Quod  semper,  quod  ubique,  quod  ab  omnibus,'  is  a  sound  test  of  Catholic 
Truth.  But  it  is  a  test  as  fatal  to  the  innovations  and  corruptions  of  the  fourth 
or  fifth  centuries,  as  to  those  of  the  twelfth  or  nineteenth  centuries." 

Now  this  principle  of  St.  Vincent  of  Lerins  is  an  undoubted 
criterion  of  Catholic  Truth.  It  is  however  most  ludicrously  applied 
by  his  Lordship,  when  he  speaks  of  "  innovations  and  corruptions," 
in  the  various  centuries.  Easy  would  be  the  retort  by  employing 
his  own  epithet  "  anti-Christian  and  impious  "  to  the  novelties  of 
the  Reformation  period.  But  as  we  professedly  .abstain  from  strong 
language,  we  simply  say  that  the  Bishop  seems  to  forget  the  solemn 
promises  of  the  Divine  Founder  of  Christianity,  who  pledged  His 
sacred  word  to  send  the  Spirit  of  Truth  to  teach  His  Church  all 
truth,  and  to  abide  with  her  for  ever.  This  obliviousness  under- 
mines the  unquestionable  veracity  of  the  Divine  Son  and  the 
unfailing  watchfulness  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  quotation,  most 
veritable  in  itself,  is  here  utterly  inapplicable,  and  must  be  regarded 
as  extra  quaestionem. 

V. 

THE    BISHOP    LABOURS    UNDER    GRIEVOUS    MISAPPREHENSION. 

"The  power  claimed  for  the  Church  to  broach  doctrines  not  contained  in 
Holy  Scripture,  or,  in  other  words,  the  co-ordinate  authority  of  the  Chuich  to 
teach  Truths  not  revealed  in  Holy  Scripture,  but  supposed  to  be  revealed  to  Her 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  in  these  latter  days,  is  a  thing  totally  different  in  kind  from 
her  testimony  to  the  true  meaning  of  Holy  Scripture." 

This  sentence  we  must  pronounce  a  sheer  ipse  dixit.  We  deny 
— toto  ccelo — the  supposition,  that  the  Church  claims  the  power  to 
broach  any  new  doctrine  whatever.  The  deposit  of  doctrines  com- 
mitted to  her  keeping  was  to  be  developed  according  to  times  and 
seasons.  In  the  Apostolic  ages  there  was  the  Disciplina  Arcani, 
which  was  disclosed  by  degrees  to  the  initiated.  We  do  not  con- 
tend that  any  special  Revelation  of  Truths  has  been  made  to  the 
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Church  in  these  latter  days,  although  we  do  maintain — what  is 
matter  of  Faith — that  the  Divine  Spirit  has  ever  abided  with  the 
Church  Catholic  and  Roman,  aud  has  most  emphatically  influenced 
all  her  decrees  when  in  General  Council  assembled,  from  her 
first  Council  in  Jerusalem,  till  her  last  Council  in  the  Vatican. 

VI. 

THE    BISHOP    AGAIN    BEGS   THE    QUESTION. 

His  Lordship  refers  his  readers  again  to  the  Thirty-nine 
Articles : — 

"The  Thirty-fourth  Article  says — 'Every  particular  or  National  Church 
hath  authority  to  ordain,  change,  and  abolish  Ceremonies  or  Rites.'" 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  we  do  not  subscribe  to  the  Thirty-nine 
Articles,  neither  with  "  a  smile  nor  a  sigh ;"  and  in  the  second  place 
we  out  and  out  deny  the  gratuitous  assumption  that  our  Blessed 
Lord  established  any  Particular  or  National  Church.  He  estab- 
lished, on  the  contrary,  One  Holy  Catholic  Church.  The  Apostolic 
Creed  says  so ;  the  Nicene  and  Athanasian  Creeds  say  so ;  all 
Christendom  says  so.  The  Catechism  for  children  and  adults,  which 
is  the  embodiment  of  Christian  doctrine,  says  so.  Moreover  it  says 
that  God  can  do  all  things  what  He  pleases  and  as  He  pleases,  and 
nothing  is  hard  or  difficult  to  Him.  There  is  one  thing,  be  it  said, 
with  all  reverence,  He  cannot  do  what  is  impossible  ;  He  cannot 
make  Particular  or  National  Churches  which  contradict  each  other, 
because  such  an  hypothesis  is  absurd,  and  would  be  a  literal  con- 
tradiction of  Himself.  "  Particular  and  National  Churches  "  are 
sects  made  by  men,  and  are  Anti-Christian  and  Anti- Catholic. 
Being  the  God  of  unity  and  of  Truth,  our  Lord  could  establish  but 
one  and  only  one  Church,  to  unite  all  nations  in  the  Oneness  of 
Faith,  which  He  did  by  constituting  Peter  as  the  everlasting  rock, 
against  which  Hell's  gates  should  never  prevail!  Therefore,  as 
Protestant  sects  could  have  no  place  in  the  economy  of  God's  dis- 
pensations, the  Bishop's  assumption  is,  consequently,  unfounded, 
untenable,  and  dissolves  into  thin  air. 

VII. 

THE    BISHOP    AT   FAULT    IN    HISTORY. 

"  The  Church  of  England,  when  she  cast  off  the  usurped  authority  of  the 
Pope  of  Borne,  and  with  it  the  corruptions  and  errors  of  more  than  a  thousand 
years,  and  resumed  her  inherent  right,  as  a  Church,  to  regulate  her  own  affaiis, 
did  deliberately  ....  decree  what  Rites  and  Traditions  she  would  retain, 
and  what  she  should  reject." 

Pray  where  was  the  Protestant  Church  before  the  Sixteenth 
Century  ?  How,  then,  could  a  non-existing  Church  take  action 
against  the  supposed  usurpation  of  Rome  ?  Really  we  must  be 
excused  from  attempting  to  grapple  with  arrant  Rodomontade. 

VIII. 

THS    BISHOP,    ADMITTING    STATE    INTERVENTION,    ADMITS  THE 
ANGLICAN    CHUECH    AS    THE    CREATURE    OF    THE    STATE. 

"  And  the  result  of  her  collective  wisdom,  ratified  by  lawful  authority  in 
Church  and  State,  we  have  in  her  Book  of  Common  Prayer  aud  administration 
of  the  Sacraments.  That  Book,  with  the  Thirty-nine  Articles,  is  the  voice  of 
the  English  Church." 

We   have  here  the  fatal  admission  of  the  intervention  of  the 
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State  by  ratification  in  doctrinal  matters,  which  was  not  admissible 
in  primitive  Christianity,  and  the  repudiation  of  which,  at  the 
present  moment,  has  created  such  extraordinary  ferment  in  the 
German  Empire.  While  the  heroic  Bishops  of  Germany,  despite 
fines  and  imprisonment,  resist  Government  interference  in  Church 
legislation,  the  Anglican  prelates,  headed  by  Dr.  Tait,  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  invoke  the  aid  of  Parliament  to  arrest  the  onward 
tendency  to  Catholicism !  How  striking  the  contrast,  and  which 
seems  the  more  apostolical  course  of  action? 

IX. 

THE   BISHOP   DENOUNCES    RITUALISM,    AND    THE    "  CORRUPT 
COMMUNION  "    OF    ROME. 

"I  have  thought  it  right  to  speak  thus  plainly,  because  it  is  notorious  that 
there  are  those  in  the  Church  at  the  present  day  who  have  deliberately  and 
avowedly  undertaken  the  task  of  revolutionizing  the  Church  of  England  as  to 
her  Doctrine  and  her  Kitual,  and  of  effecting  her  Eeunion  with  the  Church  of 
Rome.  There  is  scarcely  a  single  Doctrine  of  that  Corrupt  Communion  which  it 
has  not  been  attempted  of  late  to  bring  back  among  us. 

"So  that  we  are  brought  face  to  face  with  the  question,  Shall  the  Church 
of  England  return  to  her  allegiance  to  the  Church  of  Borne  ?  Shall  the  mighty 
Revolution  of  the  Sixteenth  Century  be  undone,  and  shall  we  have  a  Restora- 
tion ?  A  Restoration  of  the  Popedom  on  British  soil  ?  A  Restoration  of  all  those 
corruptions,  follies,  idolatries,  perversions  of  the  Truth,  those  wretched  debasing 
superstitions,  and  that  Priestly  tyranny  which  for  so  many  centuries  almost 
quenched  the  light  of  Christianity  and  annihilated  the  liberties  of  the  Laity ! 
Shall  we  exchange  our  Praytr  Books  for  Breviaries  and  Missals  ?  close  our 
Bibles  and  take  up  with  the  lives  of  Saints  or  the  "  Garden  of  the  Soul ;  "  in  a 
word,  submit  to  the  decrees  of  the  Council  of  Trent,  and  the  last  (Ecumenical 
Council  of  Rome?  " 

What,  then,  are  we  to  say  in  reply  to  this  redoubtable  array  of 
accusation,  denunciation,  denigration,  and  condemnation  ?  Why, 
considering  our  confined  space,  the  less  said  the  better.  Simply  let 
us  say,  from  observing  the  signs  of  the  times,  that  the  irreligious 
Revolution  of  the  Sixteenth  Century  has  proved  a  failure,  of  which 
the  world  and  the  sects  are  a  patent  demonstration. 

X. 

THE   BISHOP   MYSTIFIED    WITH  REGARD    TO    THE  ADORATION  OF  THE 
HOLY   EUCHARIST   AND    THE    "  CULTUS  "    OF   THE    BLESSED 

VIRGIN   MOTHER    OF    GOD. 

"  I  have  said  that  there  is  absolutely  no  trace  of  adoration  of  the  Sacrament 
in  the  three  first  centuries  and  upwards.  Late  in  the  fourth  century  we  can 
perceive  an  incipient  change  in  the  language  used  in  regard  to  the  Eucharist; 
a  growing  tendency  to  use  inflated  and  exaggerated  language,  which  culminated 
in  the  doctrine  of  transubstantiation,  as  decreed  by  the  fourth  Lateran  Council, 
A.D.  1215,  and  in  the  elevation  and  worship  of  the  Host,  which  came  in  about 
the  same  time.  The  Arian  controversy  had  probably  something  to  do  with  this 
change.  The  ancient  simple  forms,  and  the  simple  language  of  ancient  creeds 
and  liturgies,  were  deemed  insufficient  to  express  the  Incarnation  and  Deity  of 
the  Lord  Jesus.  And  so  a  new  doctrine  of  the  Eucharist  was  developed,  and 
about  the  same  time,  and  for  the  same  purpose,  a  new  doctrine  concerning  the 
Blessed  Virgin,  'the  Mother  of  God,'  was  brought  in,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
Church,  and  of  the  Gospel  of  which  she  «vas  the  guardian." 

By  way  of  reply  we  refer  to  our  Treatises,  headed  respectively 
"Transubstantiation'7  and  the  "  Divine  Maternity." 

In  our  published  correspondence  with  his  Lordship  we  have  taade 
brief  reference  to  these  extraordinary  statements.  We  had  indeed 
been  anticipated  in  our  strictures  by  Archdeacon  Denison,  and  by 
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the  Rev.  Messrs.  Grueber  and  Bennett,  Presbyters  of  the  Diocese 
of  Bath  and  Wells.  They  wrote  plainly  but  respectfully  to  their 
Bishop,  and  certainly  they  had  the  best  of  the  argument.  It  is, 
however,  rather  abnormal  when  the  inferior  clergy  correct  the  aber- 
rations of  the  superior.  When  the  sheep  wield  the  shepherd's  crook, 
then  the  Pastoral  staff  and  the  Mitre  are  rather  in  danger.  We 
said  in  our  letter  to  his  Lordship  : — 

"  Your  language,  which  is  here  somewhat  complicated,  has  given  rise,  as  you 
observe,  to  misconception.  It  has  done  more  ;  it  has  called  forth  several  smart 
rejoinders,  and  invoked  unsparing  castigation. 

"Now,  as  I  do  not  desire  to  indulge  in  idle  verbiage,  and  as  neither  you  nor 
I  contemplate  to  riot  in  polemics,  permit  me  simply  to  assure  your  Lordship  that 
notwithstanding  your  assertions,  you  are  labouring  under  the  most  egregious 
mistake,  both  as  regards  the  Holy  Eucharist  and  the  Blessed  Virgin  JVLiry. 

"To  us  of  the  old  school  of  thought  it  is  simply  lulicrous  to  read  your 
words  respecting  the  '  new  doctrine  !''  Time  and  taste  forbid  me  to  skirmish 
concerning  the  one,  and  I  need  only  venture  to  offer  the  slightest  hint  about  the 
other.  As  an  overseer  in  the  Anglican  vineyard,  you  contend  that  "the  cultus 
of  the  Virgin  "  began  about  the  end  of  the  fourth  century.  The  'cultus  of  the 
Virgin,'  or,  rather,  in  devotional  phraseology,  the  reverential  respect  towards  the 
Virgin  Mother  of  God,  we,  on  the  other  hand,  maintain,  was  coincident  with  the 
promised  coming  of  the  Messiah.  It  was  solemnly  inaugurated  at  the  Annun- 
ciation of  our  Blessed  Lady,  when  the  Archangel  Gabriel  saluted  her :  '  Hail, 
full  of  grace  :  the  Lord  is  with  thee !'  It  was  re-echoed  by  the  Baptist's  holy 
mother,  Elizabeth,  when  she  spoke  the  words  of  inspiration:  "Blessed  art  thou 
among  women,'  when  the  unborn  precursor  leapt  with  joy  in  her  womb,  aud 
when  she  herself  cried  out  in  an  ecstacy  of  delight,  '  How  is  it  that  the  Mother 
of  my  Lord  should  deign  to  visit  me  !'  It  reverberated  again  from  the  walls  of 
the  Temple,  when  holy  old  Simeon  spoke  of  the  sword  of  sorrow  which  should 
pierce  her  heart.  It  resounded,  also,  along  the  banks  of  the  Jordan,  and  through 
the  mountains  and  valleys  of  Judaea,  when  the  multitudes  followed  our  dear 
Lord  in  His  evangelical  journeyings,  when  they  hung  in  rapture  on  His  words  ; 
when  doubtless  many  a  pious  soul  repeated  the  refrain  of  the  woman  in  the 
Gospel:  '  Blessed  is  the  womb  that  bore  Thee,  and  the  breasts  that  gave  Thee 
suck ! ' 

"  Nor  was  this  all,  since  it  reached  its  culminating  height  on  Calvary's  Hill, 
when  the  Divine  Kedeemer,  hanging  bleeding  on  the  Cross,  and  about  to  close 
His  eyes  in  death,  cast  a  last  glance  at  her  who  had  watched  over  His  cradle, 
and  was  now  to  follow  His  remains  to  the  grave.  With  His  expiring  breath  He 
said — «  To  the  disconsolate  Mother — behold  thy  Son  ;  to  the  beloved  disciple — 
behold  Thy  Mother !' " 

But  we  must  wind  up  our  comments  on  the  now  celebrated 
Charge  of  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells.  Let  us,  however,  turn 
for  a  moment  to  charges  of  a  widely  different  complexion — charges 
which  are  filed  against  so-called  Anglican  Bishops,  and  are  possibly 
made  by  so-called  Anglican  Priests. 

The  House  mentioned  in  Scripture  as  divided  against  itself  is 
strikingly  illustrated  by  the  following  choice  tirades  which  have  pro- 
ceeded from  non-Catholic  pens.  They  speak  volumes,  and  they 
give  to  understand  how  much  more  could  be  said. 

We  may  observe  that,  as  a  rule,  the  Anglican  clergy  appear  to  be 
turning  the  tables  upon  their  Prelates.  The  extreme  latitude  given 
to  doctrines  is  followed  by  extreme  liberty  of  speech  by  the  popular 
organs  of  the  Establishment.  Thus  : — The  Church  Times  calls 
the  Bishop  of  London  tl  the  tool  of  every  clique  of  Bumbles  in  his 
Diocese."  The  Church  Herald  says  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury "  is  infected  with  both  Presbyterianism  and  Erastianism."  The 
Church  Review  writes,  "we  find  violent,  ignorant,  unctuous 
varieties  of  Evangelicalism,  flourishing  in  the  Episcopal  garden." 
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According  to  these  Ecclesiastical  organs  the  Bishops  seem  to  be 
in  a  sad  plight.  They  are  said  to  be  playing  fast  and  loose,  like 
the  late  Dr.  Wilberforce ;  coquetting  with  apostates  like  Colenso 
and  Vance  Smith  ;  acting  as  tools  of  the  wicked  Church  Associa- 
tion, like  Dr.  Ellicott ;  coarsely  bullying,  like  Dr.  Baring ;  talking 
wild  nonsense,  like  Dr.  Fraser  ;  conspiring  with  infidels,  like  the 
two  Primates,  Dr.  Tait,  of  Canterbury,  and  Dr.  Thomson,  of  York. 
Similar  unsavoury  compliments  are  profusely  scattered — while  the 
bishops  blame  the  clergy  and  the  clergy  the  bishops,  and  the  laity 
blame  both  one  and  the  other ! 

The  Times,  which  is  ever  watchful,  and  keeps  a  sharp  look- 
out for  breaker's  ahead,  declares,  ''All  landmarks  are  gone.  On 
one  side  we  find  ourselves  launched  on  an  open  polar  sea  of  pure 
Rationalism,  on  the  other  side  we  are  urged,  with  all  sails  set,  into 
the  tropical  ocean  of  Medievalism." 

But  what  are  we  to  think,  and  what  are  we  to  say  in  the  present 
critical  complications  of  the  Anglican  Establishment  ? 

It  is  admitted  that  the  spiritual  ship  of  the  British  Realm — not  to 
speak  of  innumerable  small  craft — is  in  the  most  perilous  position. 
It  is  found  no  longer  seaworthy  ;  no  longer  can  it  brave  the  tempests 
of  the  deep ;  while  tossed  upon  the  billows  it  sinks  into  the  sea 
trough  and  fails  to  rise  upon  the  crest  of  the  wave.  Besides,  it  is 
unfortunately  manned,  while  the  pilotage  itself  is  exceptional. 
Within  there  is  much  mutiny  and  gloomy  despondency  among  the 
crew,  without,  dangers  innumerable ;  the  stars  looking  ominous,  the 
clouds  portending  disaster. 


CONFLICTING   COUNSELS   ARE   PROPOSED. 

By  the  High  School  of  religious  thought,  it  is  suggested  to  tack 
the  Anglican  vessel  to  the  Barque  of  Peter  and  steer  towards  the 
Tiber ! 

By  the  Low  school  of  thought  it  is  suggested  to  sail  towards  the 
Isles  of  Greece,  and  have  the  State  vessel  overhauled  from  stem  to 
stern  1 

By  the  Broad  school  of  thought  it  is  suggested  to  let  it  drift  on 
any  shore  to  save  the  cargo  and  secure  the  salvage  for  the  present 
generation  1  Let  the  future  look  after  itself ! ! 

Meanwhile  the  chief  Pilot,  who  had  hailed  from  the  North  Pole, 
and  been  accustomed  to  rough  seas,  finds  to  his  dismay  that  his  skill 
in  navigation  is  at  a  discount ;  his  assistant  pilate  and  subordinates 
are  equally  at  a  loss  what  is  to  be  done.  As  the  vessel  is  State 
property  and  needs  be  accounted  for,  the  intervention  of  Parliament 
must  forthwith  be  invoked.  Hence  an  appeal  is  made  to  the 
British  Senate.  The  chiefs  of  the  Church  have  recourse  to  the 
chiefs  of  the  nations — the  State  first,  the  Church  second.  0  rerum 
humanarum  vices !  Oh,  the  vicissitudes  of  all  things  here  below — 
the  inversion  of  legitimate  order — the  temporal  before  the  Eternal ! 

Meanwhile,  the  clouds  are  gathering,  portending  a  fearful  storm 
— the  thunder  has  begun  to  roll — the  lightning  to  flash — the  rain 
to  fall  in  torrents — all  the  elements  are  at  war  threatening  terrific 
desolation.  The  ill-starred  vessel  is  water-logged,  and  has  become 
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unmanageable.  No  longer  does  she  answer  to  the  helm — she  is 
now  dismasted :  her  cordage  is  broken — her  rigging  is  destroyed, 
her  crackling  timbers  are  shivered  to  pieces  1 

Thus  helpless  she  is  drifted  to  and  fro,  and  at  length  dashed 
as  a  wreck  among  the  rocks.  Her  agonising  passengers  scream 
with  terror.  Some  of  them,  however,  have  contrived  to  fashion  a 
rude  raft  on  which  to  prolong  their  precarious  existence.  Others 
cling  to  an  oar — to  a  plank — to  a  spar.  Most  have  gone  down 
with  the  ill-fated  vessel  into  the  yawning  gulf,  never  to  reappear. 

In  this  frightful  conjuncture  what  is  to  be  said — what  is  to 
done  ?  In  this  world  of  sorrows,  who,  under  Heaven,  is  to  bring 
comfort ;  who  is  to  dry  up  the  tear  that  trickles  down  the  pallid 
cheek,  to  receive  the  sigh  that  bursts  from  the  aching  heart  ?  Who 
is  to  minister  to  the  l(  mind  diseased  " — to  restore  peace  where 
there  is  no  rest — happiness  where  there  is  no  comfort — hope  where 
there  is  nothing  but  despondency — Divine  Grace  where  there  is 
nought  but  human  ministrations — spiritual  life  where  is  nothing 
but  spiritual  death  ? 

What  agency  does  the  Father  Almighty  employ  in  this  world  of 
sorrows  to  rescue  His  poor  children  from  their  spiritual  miseries  ? 
What  means  does  He  hold  out  to  save  from  that  deluge,  which, 
since  the  Sixteenth  Century,  has  inundated  so  many  countries  of 
Europe  ?  Is  it  not  the  Ark  of  God,  the  Ship  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Church  of  the  Holy  Ghost  ?  Is  it  not  the  Barque  of  Peter,  which 
is  to  hail  every  wrecked  mariner — the  Barque  which  has  been 
sailing  on,  in  her  majestic  voyage  round  the  globe,  during  sunshine 
and  storm — the  Barque  which  has  never  swerved  from  her  straight- 
forward course,  whether  there  be  breakers  ahead  or  hurricanes 
astern — in  a  word  the  Barque  which  night  and  day,  in  summer  as 
in  winter,  has  ploughed  the  main  and  gallantly  braved  "  the  battle 
and  the  breeze  "  for  well  nigh  two  thousand  years  ! 

Yes  !  this  is  the  Barque  in  which  Jesus  Himself  was  sailing,  when, 
during  the  storm  in  the  Lake  of  Galilee,  He  awoke  from  His 
slumbers  and  rebuked  the  winds  and  the  waves,  and  there  came  a  great 
calm.  This  is  indeed  Peter's  Barque,  the  Ark  of  Salvation,  which 
floats  buoyantly  above  the  waters  of  the  Deep,  and  in  which  we 
must  book  our  names,  and  take  our  passage,  if  we  hope  to  be  landed 
on  the  Blessed  Coast,  and  in  the  secure  harbour,  of  a  happy  Eternity  ! 


PREPARING  FOR  PRESS. 
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